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So the protests continued and, over a
year-and-a-half, the issue was debated con-
stantly — because the protests forced the is-
sue on'o the agenda. And in the end, we won.
The University finally agreed. and joined
hundreds of other institutions in voting with
their dollars against supporting institution-
al racism.

In his landmark history of the U.S. and
South Africa during the apartheid years,
Loosing the Bonds,” Robert Massie notes
divestment, along with trade/financial
sanctions and cultural restrictions, broke
the back of the racist regime’s ability to op-
erate. It collapsed, Nelson Mandela went
free and apartheid ended. We had added
our grains of sand to the avalanche that
overwhelmed the defenders of oppression
and tyranny.

But it doesn’t and shouldn’t matter that
we were nght in our pmﬂ sts, that hxsm

dicated our
pm of campus as a part of the global strug-
gle to end the institutionalized racism in
South Africa.

The vahue of protest isn't in being correct,
it is a thing unto itself. Democracy is a par-
ticipatory sport. The fights over who gets
to hold power and decide what rules we all
live by are the very heart of what makes this
country exceptional. in 3pite of all its many
shortcomings.

What really mattered was that we ail got
to participate, to put our shoulders to the
wheel and push along on this great journey
of perfecting the American experiment

It’s been that way from the very begin-
ning. Fights over ideas are literally written
into the source code of America, a constant
tension between individuality and social re-
sponsibility, between freeborn and slave, be-
tween native and immigrant. Fights in word
and deed. Recall, one of our founding acts
that won our freedom had nothing to do with
speech at all — it was dumping tea in Bos-
ton Harbor.

Protest is supposed to make us uncom-
fortable, and it has a rich history at the U.
stretching back decades. Protests force us
to stop our daily mundanities and look and
reckon and reflect. It’s also a pressure valve

it allows us to fight out ideas without guns.
and violence. Stopping traffic, camping on
the lawn. they all have their place. And they
are legally protected rights that must not be
infringed

So the shutting down of protests at the U.
isn't some defense of public order, it's an at-
tack on the very idea of what being an Amer-
ican is, and it’s part of a deeply worrisome
trend. The concept of “fake news,” of de-
monizing science and facts we dont agree
with fike that vaccines work or that climate
change is real. are acid on the foundation of
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our society.

1 grew up Mormon in Utah, and have al-
ways bragged to anyone who'll listen about
how curious Utahns are about other
and ideas. But that can't be just trying their
foods and dances at the Living Traditions
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festival. It has to embrace their history, cul-
ture and conflicts, too.

‘We should be proud of those students, re-
gardless of opinion, standing up and shout-
ing out for what they believe. They represent
the best of us, because they still believe that
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voices matter, that opinion matters, that

ideas matter. If we lose that, we are truly lost.

Yom Price grew up in Provo and attended the

University of Utah. He is now a climate entre-

preneur in California.
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